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It was not a typical morning assembly or pep rally. As 147 Crosby High School seniors walked into their school’s 

gymnasium, under an arch of blue and white balloons, the drum line performed a thunderous cadence. 

Students proceeded to their seats in front of a stage set up on the gymnasium floor. They wore white T-shirts with their 

school name, bulldog mascot and the words, “College Acceptance Day.” It was Crosby’s second annual College 

Acceptance Day. 

“It is my pleasure to congratulate each and every one of you on pursuing 

your education after graduation,” said senior class president 

Alhomuddin Sayed, who served as the event’s master of ceremonies. 

“As you venture out into the world remember that Crosby has given us 

the tools we need to succeed,” he said. “I ask you to always remember 

your roots – that Crosby created a part in your future.” 

Brittany Bertola, the school’s College and Career Access Coordinator, 

read off names of institutions – including the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, University of Connecticut, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 

Naugatuck Valley Community College and more – and the students who 

would be attending them. 

Students stood to applause and cheers as Bertola called out their names. 

In 24 school days the seniors will graduate. 

Crosby Principal Jade Gopie told them, “after over 12 years of hard 

work, you’re almost there.” 

She took note of who else was in attendance, besides family, educators 

and local elected officials. Those seated in the stands also included 

Crosby students in other grades. 

“It’s important for me to allow them to see you, your 

accomplishments, all you have done,” Gopie said, adding, “Continue to 

be the model of success to the underclassmen.”. 

“Work hard, persevere, accept the challenges that will be laid before 

you,” she said. 

State Rep. Geraldo Reyes Jr., D-75th District, himself a former Crosby Bulldog, recalled having had been the first member 

of his family to “actually graduate from anything.” 

“I was the first person to actually go to college. I took that very seriously,” he said. 

Reyes and Board of Education President Elizabeth C. Brown both encouraged students to volunteer in their 

communities, to become civically involved. 


